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Background:
The National Longitudinal Transition Study-2 (NLTS-2) is a 10-year-long study of the characteristics, experiences, and outcomes of a nationally representative sample of youth with disabilities.  It is funded by the National Center for Special Education Research at the Institute of Education Sciences, US Department of Education, began in 2001 and ended in 2009.  

Session Objective:  

Compare your experiences, opinions and speculations about what happens to students with disabilities after high school against research from the NLTS-2 in the areas of post-secondary education, employment & high school completion.   
Postsecondary Population:
Youth with disabilities who have been out of high school up to 4 years.

Includes those who completed high school, (graduated, received a certificate of completion, passed a high school exit exam, completed a GED) and those who did not (dropped out or permanently expelled).  

Postsecondary Education--Relevant Findings:

· 45% of youth with disabilities reported having continued on to postsecondary education within 4 years of leaving high school

· More likely (32%) to enroll in 2-year or community colleges than in vocational, business, or technical schools; least likely to enroll in 4-year colleges

· Most students with disabilities enrolled in higher ed within 5 months of leaving high school

· Most were enrolled in postsecondary programs on a consisten5 (86%), Full-time (71%) basis

· Postsecondary students who attended 2-year colleges were more likely to enroll in an academic rather than vocational programs

· 55% of postsecondary students who were identified by their secondary schools as having a disability did not consider themselves to have a disability by the time they transitioned to postsecondary school

· 37% identified themselves as having a disability and informed their postsecondary schools of their disability
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· While 84% of these students received some accommodation or support in high school, only 24% of postsecondary students identified as having a disability were reported to receive accommodations in college
· Additional time to complete tests was the most frequent accommodation (68%)

· 89% of students with disabilities enrolled in postsecondary school reported they were working toward a diploma or certificate; 29% had graduated or completed their programs by the time they left their postsecondary school
Employment--Relevant Findings:
· 72% of youth with disabilities out of high school up to 4 years reported being employed some time since leaving high school; held two or three jobs

· 58% of YWD worked full time at their current job

· Wages averaged $8.20/hour in 2005; 44% received at least one of these benefits: paid vacation, sick leave, health insurance, retirement benefits

· Youth employed full time (35 hours/week or more) were likely to earn over $9.00/hour, as well as more likely to receive benefits (referenced above)

· 19% reported to have employers who were aware of their disability; 3% reported receiving an accommodation on the job

· Such accommodations were most often adaptations to assignments or supervisory arrangements

· 85% of working youth reported they liked their job fairly well
· 87% reported being treated pretty well by others at their job

· 67-78% agreed their job paid pretty well & they believed they could advance

· This number also agreed they put their education to good use

· If employed over 6 months, they received a raise or promotion

· Despite these positive feelings, most YWD out of high school were more likely to have quite their last job (53%) than to have left for other reasons

High School Completion Status—Relevant Findings:

High school completers are defined as those who graduated, received a certificate of attendance or completion, or who passed a high school exit exam or completed a GED program.

· High school completers were three times as likely to enroll in a postsecondary school

· 51% vs. 17%

· Completers status was not significantly related to rates of employment; however, those who completed high school were more likely to have savings or checking accounts, or credit cards

· Completers were more likely to take part in community activities & in extracurricular classes

· Youth who left high school without completing were more likely to have been involved with the criminal justice system, i.e.

· Stopped by policy for something other than a traffic violation (73%)

· Arrested (49%)

· Overnight in jail (33%)
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Additional Information

Comparisons With General Population

· YWD were less likely to enroll in postsecondary programs

· Rates of 2-year college attendance were similar for both groups

· Discrepancy in college attendance was seen in 4-year university enrollment

· YWD less likely to be working & jobs were of a shorter duration

· Youth in general population were more likely to report having had sexual intercourse
· YWD were more likely to report having used contraception

· Youth in general population were more likely to have a checking account or credit card
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