Update of the Functional/LCCE Curriculum
Background: In 2005, the Marshall School Board approved the Life-Centered Career Education (LCCE) curriculum as the graduation requirements for students with cognitive impairments who cannot successfully master the general curriculum.  Since that time, the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) has been implemented statewide.  The requirements of the MMC affect the students on the Functional/LCCE curriculum, so some changes are in order.  
Rationale: The MMC requires students to pass a very specific set of courses in order to receive a diploma.  The students in the F/LCCE classes do not have the mental capacity to be successful in those classes.  In the past we have allowed students to receive a diploma if they met the requirements of the F/LCCE.  Since they do not meet the MMC requirements, this is no longer an option.  A “Certificate of Completion” would replace the diploma for these students.  

Prior to the adoption of the MMC, the performance expectations known as Addressing Unique Educational Needs (AUEN) were used to create goals and objectives for students in the CI program.  Now the Extended High School Content Expectations for Supported Independences and for Functional Independence are the objectives that these students would work toward meeting in the F/LCCE classes along with the competencies and subcompetencies of the LCCE curriculum.  Updating the curriculum will align it with the state.  
Because the F/LCCE classroom is work-based, it is the goal of each student to be placed in a vocational program such as the CACC or in a work experience within the community.  This can make it difficult for students to take specific classes for the Certificate of Completion.  For example, if a student attends the Calhoun Area Career Center, he/she will not have room in his/her schedule for a math, English, science and social studies class that the current curriculum requires.  The proposed curriculum change will address this issue. The CI teacher from Albion High School has combined the LCCE competencies and sub-competencies with the Extended High School Content Expectations for Supported Independences and for Functional Independence, and divided them into the course offerings for the CI program.  The Marshall High School curriculum has been developed based on this operational model.  
Proposal Summary:  The Secondary Cognitively Impaired program at Marshall High School leads to a Certificate of Completion.  Successful completion of 25 credits in a combination of special education classes and elective courses will earn the student the Certificate of Completion.  
The curriculum for the CI program combines the Extended High School Content Expectations for Supported Independences and for Functional Independence and the Competencies and Sub-Competencies of the Life-Centered Career Education curriculum.  Students will combine classes in the CI classroom with appropriate elective placements for their schedules each year.  The number of hours of instruction each student has in the CI classroom will be based on his/her IEP, as well as his/her ability to be successful in classes outside of the CI room, and placements such as work experience or attending the CACC.  The student’s course selection will be driven by his/her Transition Plan.
The following course offerings will be offered on a rotational basis over a three or four year period, depending on the subject.  If a student were to complete all classes in a rotation, he/she would be exposed to all competencies and sub-competencies of the LCCE and of the Extended Benchmarks.
COURSE OFFERINGS

Social Studies (six semesters)
Social Issues –one semester

Michigan Citizenry – one semester

US History – one semester

Geography – one semester

Government – one semester

Economics – one semester

Mathematics (eight semesters)

Basic Math – one year

Practical Math – one year

Consumer Math – one year

Vocational Math – one year

Language Arts (eight semesters)

Practical English – one year

Basic English – one year

Communications – one year

Literature – one year 

Science (four semesters)

Physical Science – one semester

Earth Science – one semester

Biology – one year

Life Skills (seven semesters)

Independent Living – two semesters

Life Skills – two semesters

Family Living – two semesters

Transitions – one semester

Vocational (up to eight semesters)

Career Education – two semesters

Work-Based Learning – will depend on age, maturity, and availability of placement

Calhoun Area Career Center – four or more semesters
Introduction to Information Technology – one semester
Implementation:  This program is already implemented at the high school.  These changes will take place at various times.  The students currently do not receive a diploma.  The class name changes will begin in winter of 2011 and fall of 2011. The extended benchmarks and LCCE sub-competencies are already used to a limited extent.  The adoption of these revisions would progress the use immediately.

Cost: The Life-Centered Career Education curriculum has been updated by the Council for Exceptional Children since it was purchased by Marshall Public Schools more than 10 years ago.  The updated version is available only on CD-Rom.  The cost of the update would be $1,044.95 plus tax, shipping and handling.  The current curriculum is missing many of the needed pages for classroom use.  
